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NEWS

High-tech
training
on buses
LISA MUXWORTHY

NEW advanced training for all
State Transit bus drivers could
have prevented the horror smash
on Spit Rd late last year, State
Transit chief executive John Lee
has said.

About 700 drivers on the north-
ern beaches would be trained with
new technology that records driv-
ing performance in real time, it
was announced yesterday.

The technology, developed by
Vigil Systems, included an on-
board simulator, or laptop com-
puter, that would act as a driver
tracking device.

Four cameras, on the front and
sides of the bus, would film the
driver and a software program
would compile a performance re-
port.

Speaking to the Daily yesterday,
Mr Lee said the training was a
‘‘great preventative tool’’ for acci-
dents such as the one that oc-
curred on November 14 on Spit Rd
last year.

Linda Duke from Seaforth was

trapped for 90 minutes when her
black Peugeot was struck by a bus
after it crossed the median strip
into the southbound lanes.

Spit Hill was also blocked to
traffic for several hours as people
struggled to reach home after
work.

Transport Minister John
Watkins, who announced the in-
itiative, said the technology would
measure ‘‘if a driver breaks too
h e a v i l y , a c c e l e r a t e s t o o
aggressively or corners harshly’’.

‘‘It records all these events and a
detailed analysis of the trip is
compiled,’’ he said.

Mr Watkins said each bus
driver would complete one day of
classroom theory before taking to
the road.

‘‘And that’s where the tech-
nology comes in,’’ he said.

‘‘The driver can then watch
their actions on replay - a bit like
going to the video referee for a
second look - to see what they may
have done well or what in hind-
sight they would do differently
next time.’’

SUE HOBAN

Mountain climbers at their peak
Meerie Barkle and Diane Westaway climbed Mt Elbrus. Picture: VIRGINIA YOUNG

THE four peninsula women just
back from a successful assault
on Europe’s highest mountain
are now determined to take on
more of the world’s highest
peaks.

The four, all mothers ranging
in age from late 30s to mid-50s,
made it to the summit of Mt
Elbrus in Russia, along with a
colleague from Melbourne,
despite unexpected altitude
sickness.

Other members of the team

had to drop out, including
expedition leader, Everest
veteran Brigitte Muir, who
developed pulmonary oedema.
She stepped in after the death of
original leader Sue Fear.

With three of the seven
continent’s summits now under
their belts the local women,
Diane Westaway, Meerie
Barkle, Annie Doyle and
Amanda Jones, are convinced
all seven are a realistic goal.
They have already set the date
for their next two expeditions.
These will take them to Mt

Aconcagua in South America in
January 2008 and then to Mt
McKinley in Alaska 16 months
later.

Diane Westaway said they
had gone to Elbrus mentally
prepared for a very difficult
climb of a mountain where 11
Russians died in May.

‘‘There was definitely more
risk on Elbrus than
Kilimanjaro,’’ she said. ‘‘We
felt we had the skills and it
ended up we did, but there was
one section where, had you
tripped and fallen you could
have fallen out of control.’’

Thanks to Homesafe, there is now a better way to access extra cash by using the
equity in your home. Homesafe is debt free. It is NOT a loan or a reverse
mortgage of any kind; so it can never jeopardise your most valuable asset.

Simply, Homesafe pays you a cash lump sum today in return for an agreed capped
percentage of your home when it is sold in the future. The share you don't sell to
Homesafe always remains yours. You always know where you stand. Also, Homesafe
can generally pay you more cash upfront than a reverse mortgage. 

You decide the maximum equity share you are prepared to sell. Homesafe calculates
how much it can pay you for this share.

� No risk to your greatest asset. 
� No interest. No repayments. No debt whatsoever.
� Safe, secure and certain. You are in control at all times.
� Access any amount between $25,000 and $500,000*.
� Larger up front cash payment*.
� Live out your life in your home, or sell when you decide.
� You remain the legal owner.
� Currently available to eligible homeowners in Sydney and Melbourne, 

60 years and over*.

Now you can fund your retirement and keep your home safe.

A product of Homesafe Solutions Pty Ltd (ACN 106 784 918), a company equally owned by Athy Pty Ltd (ACN 005 852 246) and Bendigo Bank Limited (ACN 068 049 178). *Conditions apply.
This product involves the sale of a part interest in the homeowner’s property to Homesafe Solutions Pty Ltd. www.homesafesolutions.com.au MAN080906

Now seniors can safely access 
up to $500,000 extra cash.

Without risking the family home.

Like to know more? Call 1300 307 059.
Homesafe Debt Free Equity Release.


